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OBSERVATIONS 

UPON    A 

MEMORIAL 

SENT    FROM 

London  to  Scotland,  Sec. 

ALL  Mankind,  efpecially  thofe  at  a 
Diftance  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, are  liable  to  be  deceived  and 
abufed  by  unfair  and  malicious 
Turns  given  to  the  beft  Defigns  and  Actions, 
by  falfe  or  partial  Accounts  of  Things,  or  by 
the  groilett  Mifreprefentations  of  Facts; 
and  this  not  only  in  Matters  that  regard  the 
Conduct  or  the  Administration,  whofe  Mo- 
tives often  mud  not,  ought  not  to  be 
known,  in  Cafes  where  the  Succefs  of  a 
Meafure  depends  upon  Secrecy  5  but  even 
the  Proceedings  of  Parliament  are  often  rriif- 
reprcfented   in   Things    plainly  of  a  publi 

A    2  Nature, 
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Nature,  where  the  real  Caufe  and  Purpofe  of 
a  Mcature  is  in  a  Manner  felt- evident.  Even 
in  fuch  Cafes  the  Lcgiflature  itfelf  is  traduced  ; 
which  though  it  be  the  only  fure  Guardian 
and  great  Security  of  publick  Liberty,  is  too 
often  reprefented  to  the  People,  as  betraying 
publick  Liberty,  and  at  Enmity  with  the 
People. 

No  great  Genius,  or  Talents,  no  Parts,  na- 
tural Abilities  or  Accomplishments  are  requir- 
ed to  qualify  a  Perfon  to  open  this  Source  of 
civil  Difcord  and  Animoflty  5  nothing  is  more 
eafy  to  thofe  who  are  bound  by  no  Tyes  of 
Morality  or  fecial  Virtue,  than  to  alarm  the 
Unwary  by  groundlefs  Fears  and  Jealouiles, 
to  fct  them  at  Variance  with  their  beft  Friends, 
and  by  Falfhood  and  Calumny  to  deftroy  that 
Cement  and  Harmony  betv/ixt  the  Few  that 
Govern,  and  the  Many  for  whofe  Good  all 
Government  is  ordained.  All  that  is  wanted 
to  fit  any  one  for  a  proper  Inurument  of  fo 
much  national  Mifchief,  productive  of  all  the 
Miferics  that  afflict  human  Society,  is  a  bad 
Hearty  abandoned  to  the  Government  of 
Pailion,  and  fo  prone  to  Mifchief  and  Wick- 
ednefs,  that  it  can  forge  and  propagate  Faifc- 
hood,  in  Defiance  of  Truth  and  moral  Ho- 
nefty. 

A  Lye  thus  penned  by  one  fingle  Perfon, 
calculated  to  promote  fomc  factious  Party-pro- 
ject, and  reported  to  a  few,  perhaps  lefs 
wicked  than  the  Author,  but  embarked  with 

him 
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him  in  the  fame  Party-views,  is  confidently 
aflerted  as  a  Truth,  by  thofe  who  imagine  it 
will  fait  their  interested  Purpofes  to  have  it 
believed.  Thus  it  gains  Credit  by  quick  De- 
grees, virefque  acquirit  eunda.  It  is  by  the 
officious  and  bufy  Tools  of  Party  foon  intro- 
duced to  ibme  Body  Politick  regularly  and 
lawfully  affembled  :  And  if  it  gains  Credit 
there,  it  is  then  by  Authority  quickly  diffu- 
fed  over  a  whole  Country  j  and  Numbers  of 
People  may  be  thereby  milled  to  run  headlong 
and  blindfold  into  fome  rafh  Mcafurcs,  found- 
ed upon  Falfhood,  that  may  prove  their  Ruin  ; 
or  to  defeat  the  belt  Meafure  that  could  be 
contrived  for  their  common  Benefit  and  Ad- 
vantage. And  thus  the  Credulous  and  Un- 
wary are  ever  at  the  Mercy  of  any  iingle  Per- 
fon,  who  is  wicked  enough  to  forge  a  Lye, 
or  to  propagate  a  Lye  knowing  it  to  be  lb. 

We  have  a  flagrant  Inftance  of  this  melan- 
choly Truth,  from  the  fudden  Effects  of  the 
following  Memorial  :  A  Pacer  not  adorned 
by  any  great  Elegance  of  Stile  cr  Propriety 
of  Expreflion,  nor  inforced  by  any  Skill  or 
Rhetorick.  The  Author  fcems  even  to  be  a 
Stranger  to  the  common  Affairs  of  Europey 
to  be  Ignorant  of  the  moil:  remarkable  Paifages 
of  Spanifh  and  French  Hiftory,  of  thofe  re- 
markable Revolutions  of  the  Affairs  of  Cajille 
and  the  Weftcrn  Provinces  of  Spain  under 
Charles  the  Fifth,  and  of  Aragtn  and  the 
Eaftcrn  Provinces   under    his  Son  'Philip  the 

Second, 
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Second,  and  of  the  Civil  Wars,  and  the  Ef- 
fects of  thofe  Civil  Wars  in  France,  from  the 
Death  of  Francis  the  Firft,  to  the  intire  Efta- 
blifhment  of  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  Pow- 
er in  the  Crown,  in  the  Reign  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth.  Neverthelefs  this  Memorial,  fuch 
as  it  is,  had  a  wonderful  Influence. 

It  was  lent  from  London  March  the  5  th, 
(no  doubt  to  thofe  Burroughs  to  whom  it  was 
addrefs'd)  and  one  Copy  of  it  to  the  Lord 
Provoft  of  Edinburgh-,  by  whom  it  was  im- 
mediately laid  before  the  Common-Council 
of  that  City,  and  before  the  annual  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Royal  Burroughs  of  Scot- 
land: However  improbable  the  Fafts  aiTerted 
in  it  were,  yet  no  Number  of  either  of  thofe 
two  Bodies,  couid  take  upon  them  to  fay 
they  were  falfe  5  and  accordingly  March  the 
13th,  both  thole  Societies  agreed  to  fign  a 
Petition  in  the  Terms,  Form  and  Tenor  of  that 
recommended  to  them  in  the  Memorial.  And 
this  annual  Committee  (who  are  by  the  other 
Burghs  intruded  with  the  Care  of  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  Whole)  were  fo  much 
alarmed  with  Apprchenfions  of  real  Danger, 
from  this  Bill  for  manning  the  Fleet,  that  they 
transmitted  Copies  of  this  Memorial  to  the 
mod  considerable  Burghs  over  the  whole 
Kingdom.  This  alarmed  the  Country  fo 
much,  that  all  thofe  Burroughs,  who  upon 
the  Faith  of  the  annual  Committee,  gave  Cre- 
dit to   the  Fa&s  let  forth   in  the  Memorial, 

as 
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as  fo  many  Truths  not  to  be  controverted, 
cither  fent  Petitions  or  millive  Letters,  which 
arrived  at  London  March  the  25th,  27th  and 
30th,  exprefling  their  Fears  and  Diffidence  of 
the  Parliament,  as  if  under  the  fpecious  Title 
of  a  Bill  for  manning  the  Navy,  the  Parlia- 
ment were  palling  an  Acl,  which  would  de- 
ftroy  Trade,  and  the  Freedom  of  Elections, 
and  fubvert  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
Royal  Burroughs,   &c. 

Thefe  Petitions  came  all  too  late,  except  one 
from  the  City  of  Edinburgh^  and  one  from 
the  annual  Committee  of  the  Burroughs, 
which  arrived  before  the  third  Reading  of  the 
Bill;  but  arrived  after  it  was  engroiled.  The 
Member  who  offered  them,  made  an  Apolo- 
gy for  the  Petitioners,  with  regard  to  the 
fubjecl:  Matter  of  the  Petitions ;  by  alluring  the 
Houfe,  that  he  was  convinced,  if  the  Advice 
he  fent,  had  come  to  the  Petitioner's  Hands, 
before  thefe  Petitions  were  fent,  the  Houfe 
would  not  have  been  troubled  with  them  : 
For  he  was  confident  the  Accounts  he  had 
written  of  the  great  Alterations  that  had  been 
made  in  that  Bill,  would  entirely  fatisfy  the 
Petitioners,  and  remove  any  Fears  or  Jealou- 
fies  they  might  have  entertained  of  it.  But 
as  he  was  directed  to  prefent  the  Petitions, 
&c.  he  defired  Leave  to  bring  them  up. 

A  Petition  of  the  fame  Kind  had  been  prc- 
fented  fomc  Time  before  ,  and  after  it  was 
read  at  the  Table,  had  been  rejected.     Hence 

it 
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it  was  that  thefe  Petitions  were,  upon  the 
Qucftion,  not  allowed  to  be  brought  up. 

This  being  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  the 
Memorial  is  publifhed  injuftice  to  thofe  Bur- 
roughs, who  have  been  deceived  and  milled 
by  it ;'  with  a  few  Remarks,  with  Regard  on- 
ly to  the  Fads  and  Dates  of  the  Progrefs  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  Bill.  The  T^refes 
and  Members  of  the  Honourable  Annual 
Committee,  have  Reafon  to  demand  this  Juf- 
tice,  fmcc  the  other  Burroughs  have  been  abu- 
fed  by  the  Intervention  of  their  Authority, 
recommending  this  Memorial.  This  Expe- 
rience ought  to  be  a  Warning  to  all  Men, 
not  to  be  too  rafh,  in  adopting  the  Opinions 
of  other  Men  as  their  own  ;  nor  to  truft  -to 
the  Authority  of  thofe  who  may  have  an.In- 
tereft  to  deceive  them  :  But  like  the  Town 
Council  of  *D unbar,  to  try  every  Proportion 
upon  its  own  Strength,  by  the  Rules  of  com- 
mon Scnfe  and  Reafon,  all  Authority  apart. 

If  this  Author,  whoever  he  be,  has  upon 
the  Weight  and  Credit  of  any  former  Cha- 
racter and  Reputation  for  Candour  and  Vera- 
city, obtruded  this  grofs  Falfhood  upon  thefe 
Gentlemen,  ought  he  not  thereby  to  forfeit 
all  Title  to  their  Confidence  for  the  future  ? 
And  ought  not  this  to  be  a  Warning  to  all 
Men  to  truft  to  their  own  Judgment  and  Un- 
derftanding.  And  like  Men  of  Senfe  and  Free- 
men, to  be  led  by  no  Authority  whatfecver  > 
but  to  form  their  Judgment  and  Opinions  of 

Men 


(9  ) 

Men  and  Things  by  the  never-erring  Rules 
of  right  Reafon  and  Truth,  upon  the  beft  In- 
formation that  can  be  had. 


London,  5th  March  1740- 1. 

MEMORIAL  for  the  Tow7?s  of  Sterling, 
Inverkeithing,  Culrofs,  Queensferry  and 
Dumfermling,  concerning  the  hill  for  PreJ- 
fing  Seamen  and  Seafarers,  now  before  the 
Houje  of  Commons. 

A  Bill  is  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  PrefTing  Seamen  to  go  on  board  the 
King's  Ships  j  the  Method  now  ufed  by  forcing 
them  by  Prefs-Gangs  is  not  flopped  or  regu- 
lated, but  a  farther  Power  of  PrefTing  all  Sea- 
men and  Seafaring  Men  is  granted  to  all  Ma- 
giftrates  of  Burghs  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  -, 
and  they  are  not  only  required  to  do  it,  but 
all  Conftables,  &c.  are  order'd,  on  Sufpicion 
that  any  Seaman  or  Seafaring  Man  is  in  any 
Houfe  whatfoever,  to  break  open  and  fearch 
it  thoroughly  by  Day  or  by  Night,  for  Sea- 
men or  Seafaring  Men. 

And  Sir  Robert  fl'alpok  and  the   Courtiers 

did   Yeflerday  the  4th   of  this  Month,  in  a 

Committee  of  the  whole   Houfe,    acknow- 

B  leds;e, 
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ledge,  That  by  Seafaring  Men  they  underftood 
not  only  ilich  who  fail  the  Seas,  but  alfo  all 
Boatmen,  Fillicrs  and  others,  who  any  Way 
deal  in  the  Frefli- Water  Rivers  or  Lakes.  And 
it  will  be  in  their  Power  to  extend  it  to  all 
of  any  Rank  or  Occupation,  who  often  go  to 
Fifh  by  Angling,  or  by  Night  or  other  Ways  j 
And  the  Youths  who  fiih  for  Minnims,  Ban- 
ftickles,  or  the  like,  in  Pools,  Ditche0,  or 
fmall  Brooks,  or  Burns,  or  Mill  Dams,  or 
Leads,  &c.  (a). 

The  Extendvenefs  as  to  Perfons  and  Power 
to  break  up  all  Houfes  whatfoever  by  Night 
or  by  Day,  on  the  pretended  Sufpenfion  of 
any  Magiflrate  or  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  on 
the  Suggeftion  of  any  Sea-Officer,  or  fuch  as 
have  a  Prefs-Warrant,  (for  thus  far  the  Bill 
goes)  alarmed  all  in  and  out  of  the  Houfe, 
except  Six  Robert's  Men,  as  bringing  the  whole 

. __ _ 

(a)  The  Author  could  be  in  no  Miftake  when  he  made 
this  AfTcrtion.  But  with  his  Eyes  open,  roundly  affirms 
a  Fact,  which  he  muft  know  to  be  falfe  ;  becaufc  his  Me- 
morial is  dated  the  5  th,  and  upon  tiie  2d,  three  Days  be- 
fore, the  Words  Seafaring  Men  were  left  out  of  the  Bill  ; 
not  upon  the  QuefHon,  but  by  the  general  Voice  of  the 
Committee;  to  obviate  a  Doubt  which  had  Been  fhrted, 
that  theie  Words  might  be  fo  conhrued,  as  to  extajad  the 
the  Bill  to  imprefs  Bargemen,  Lightermen,  1'iihermen, 
and  fuch  like  Perfons,  who  gain  their  Livelihood  upon 
the  Water,  and  are  not  bred  Seamen.  And  the  honour- 
able Pcrfon  he  mentions,  never  opened  his  Mouth  upon 
that  Queftion  at  all. 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom  into  Slavery,  and  bringing  us  under 
one  of  the  worft  Parts  of  the  Excife  Scheme, 
viz.  The  breaking  into  our  Houfe>,  &c. 
And  all  the  Minority  joined  againft  thefe 
Things  [h). 

After  which  Debate,  it  was  moved  that  no 
Freeholder  mould  be  liable  to  be  prefTed  ;  and 
afterwards  the  Matter  was  reftridted  to  a  Free- 
holder of  Forty  Shillings  Sterling  yearly,  be- 
caufe  all  fuch  Freeholders  vote  for  Members 
of  Parliament.  And  thm  it  was  moved  to 
the  very  Words  of  a  Claufe  in  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament during  Queen  Anne's  War  for  preffing 
Men  for  Land  Service,  (who  were  then  as 
much  wanted  as  Men  for  the  Sea  Service  are 
now)  That  no  Voters  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment from  County,  City  or  Burrough  mould 
be  prefTed. 

And  the  Reafons  given  for  this  were,  That 
all  Voters  for  any  Members  of  Parliament 
were  the  Conftituents  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, ought  to  be  more  tender  of  thofe  who 
lent  them  to  it,  and  by  doing  fo  were-  as 
good  Men    as  themfelves.     That   this   could 

—    _         , 

{!>)  Had  not  tin's  Author  given  an  Inirancc  already  of 
the  great  Freedom  lie  ufes  With  Truth,  one  might  in  Cha- 
rity have  imagined,  that  lie  himfeif  at  leaft  believed  his 
Afleriion  to  have  been  true.  For  Sanguine  Party-men 
commonly  obtrude  upon  the  World  their  own  Opinions, 
as  to  the  Voice  of  the  whole  Nation,  be  the  contrary  ever 
fo  evident. 

B  2  not 
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not  but  alarm  all  the  Families  and  People 
in  the  Kingdom,  fince  it  fubjected  the  Per- 
fons,  fo  very  many,  and  the  Families  of 
all,  to  the  arbitrary  Inmlts  of  Sea  and  Ad- 
miralty Officers,  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  j 
and  that  it  was  ieen  through  all  Britain,  that 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  are  named  by  the  Mi- 
niftry,  and  are  put  in  and  out  of  the  Com- 
mimon  of  the  Peace  too  often,  not  with  re- 
gard to  the  other  Qualifications,  but  as  it  is 
thought  they  would  be  fubfervient  to  Mini- 
sterial Meafures  and  Jobbs.  That  it  was  vi- 
sibly and  immediately  dangerous  at  this  June- 
ture,  when  an  Election  for  Parliament  was 
fo  near;  and  that  by  this  Bill,  if  palled  into 
a  Law,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Mi- 
niitry  to  take  up  and  fend  away  to  Sea  great 
Numbers  of  fuch  Voters  as  they  did  not  like, 
and  would  not  be  ruled  by  them. 

Sir  Robert  and  his  Men  feem  to  dread  the 
Offence  which  this  would  give  at  prefent  to 
the  Nation,  and  complained  of  it  in  a  very 
odd  Way,  and  faid,  that  throwing  out  fuch 
Things  tended  to.  enflame  the  People:  But 
what  are  we  come  to  r  Muft  we  tamely  iub~ 
mit  to  be  their  Slaves  ?  Muft  the  Members  of 
Parliament  give  up  their  Constituents  to  their 

ulute  Diipoial,  and  their  own  Houfes  to 
their  Iniults  :  and  muft  flandinc;  ao-ainft  fuch 
Things  be  cr.llcd  inflaming  the  People.  Si: 
Robcrt  arid  nig  Troops  {bowed  great  Uni. 
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nefs;  he  himfelf  at  length  propofed,  That  no 
Freeholder  of  Forty  Shillings  yearly  Rent 
mould  be  liable  to  be  preifed ;  but  to  leave  all 
other  Voters  for  Members  of  Parliament  fub- 
jeft  to  the  prefs.  And  by  this  ftedfaft  Majo- 
rity he  carried  it  by  Forty  Votes  (ct. 

After  this  was  carried,  and  could  be  no 
more  fpoke  againfr.  in  that  Committee,  Mr. 
Erf/tine  moved,  That  no  Voter  for  any  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  mould  be  liable  to  be 
preffed  till  after  the  enfuing  Elections  for  Par- 
liament :  The  Reafons  he  gave  for  this  Mo- 
tion were,  That  the  Houfe  confifted  of  558 
Members,  and  not  one  fourth  of  them  were 
chofen  by  Counties  ;  and  that  the  Exempting 
of  Freeholders  of  Forty  Shillings  Sterling 
yearly  from  the  Prefs,  did  only  fecure  the 
Conftituents  and  the  Elections  of  that  fmall 
Part  of  the  Houfe  :  So  the  reft,  as  being  much 
more  numerous,  did  more  deferve  the  Atten- 



• 

(c)  Here  two  Quefticns  are  blended  together.  The 
Motion  to  except  all  who  had  a  Right  to  vote  for  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  was  fully  examined,  canvaiTed  and 
debated  at  great  Length,  and  upon  the  Queftion  it  ap- 
peared to  the  Committee,  that  if  this  Exception  was  ad- 
mitted, it  would  be  impoflible  to  Man  the  Navy  ;  and 
therefore  pafs*d  m  the  Negative.  But  the  Exception  of 
ail  Perfons  pofTefs'd  of  Forty  Shillings  a  Year,  or  upwards, 
was  thought  iufficient  to  exempt  from  the  Prefs  all  Per- 
fons of  any  Condition,  whether  they  had  fuch  Property  in 
Counties  or  in  Burroughs,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee without  any  Diviiion, 

tion 
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tion  and  Regard  of  the  Houfe  and  all  the 
Kingdom  :  That  he  hoped  the  War  would  be 
over  before  feven  Years  were  at  an  End  ;  fo 
that  the  Bill,  if  paiTed  into  a  Law,  could  only 
be  put  to  the  forefaid  bad  Ufe  again  ft  Voters 
at  the  next  Election  j  and  that  thefe  Elections 
being  fo  near,  the  Reftriction  mo  ed  for  could 
do  little  or  no  Hurt  to  the  Service  of  the  War, 
and  nothing  in  Proportion  to  what  the  Bill 
might,  as  it  now  Stands,  do  to  the  whole 
Kingdom,  and  to  our  Liberties.  But  this  was 
alio  rejected  (aj. 

This  concerns  all  our  Royal  Burroughs  fo 
much,  and  efpecially  the  Towns  of  Sterlings 
Lzvcrkcitlmig,  Dumfermling^  Qiieensferry  and 
Culrofs,  that  my  Duty  requires  me  to  ac- 
quaint you  of  it  immediately,  and  to  intreat 
your  Thought  of  it,  and  of  what  may  fall 
be  done  for  your  Service  :  The  Matters  went 
as   above   in  the   Committee    of    the    whole 

,HJOU 
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{d)  Mr,  Erfkine*  Speech  and  Motion,  if  he  was  in 
nejL  tended  evidently  to  flop  die   Manning  of  the  IN". 
for  Thn  e   Mope's   at    leair,     whereby  the   Nation    mult 
have  been  fo  long  in  a  defencekfs  Condition,  an  ea 
to  any  Enemy,  who  misfit  naive  been  pereoy  eno 
to  invade  us  I    But   this  Motion  war.   (o  ohvfoufly  ;:b/; 
that  it  w      i  T,..-    .  nfwered,  bpt  no   one   Mem' 

had  the  Afiurance  to  fecond  his  Mo:l  m.     If  jiiould   like- 
wife  be  1  •  rved  that  the  Bill  was  not  to  commence 
till  the  T.rih  of  jWrirc',%  174T,  and  was   to   determine 
jit  of  Mcacb  foliow.ng,  though  the  Memorial  repr,  fen.s  if 
ac  i  rpetual. 

Houfe  j 


(  >5) 
Houfe  j  yet  all  muff,  be  reported  to  the  Houfe 
itfelf,  and  may  be  rectified  then  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  all  will  again  be  debated  in  the  Houfe. 
And  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  mould  pafs 
the  Bill  as  it  now  Hands,  yet  it  will  be  de- 
bated, and  may  be  rectified  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  ;  fo  that  you  have  ftill  Time  to  write 
up  to  London  your  Thoughts  of  it,  and  what 
you  think  mould  be  done  or  attempted  for 
your  Good  :  But  there  is  no  Time  to  loofe ; 
and  if  you  would  not  be  wanting  to  your- 
felves,  you  mull  do  it  fpeedily,  and  without 
Delay.  It  is  a  Duty  I  owe  to  you,  to  adver- 
tize you  of  it  by  the  firfr.  Occafion,  which  I 
hereby  do  -3  and  you  may  be  pleafed  to 
notice. 

Thr.t  in  Stirling  there  are  feveral  who  will 

fall  under  the  above  Motion  of  Seafaring  Men, 

e  many  in    their  Neighbourhood, 

and  of  their  Relations,  for  whom  any  of  their 

Houies  may  be  broken  up  by  Night  or  Day. 

And  in  Proportion  to  their  Numbers,  there 
are  many  more  Seamen  and  Seafaring-men  at 
Culrofs  j  and  there  arc  fo  many  at  Culrofs 
and  brcerkathn.v,  that  molt  People  in  theie 
two  Towns,  and  in  their  Magiftracies  and 
Cq.Cu  najy  be    prclket    and    lent   to  >ca> 

when  the  Mmiirry  or  their  Emitfarics  pleafc. 

And  thririh  there  are;  few'c'f  [\w\\  in^D 

be  (ome  there   too, 
who  will  be    called     Seafarim;  men,    as    the 

Court 
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Courtiers  explain  the  Word,  and  cDumferm- 
linz  will  lay  to  Hea.it  the  Cafe  of  their  Neigh- 
bourSj  and  as  being  a  manufacturing  Town, 
are  themfelves  concerned. 

Not  only  thole  who  now  go  to  Sea,  but  all 
Who  have  been  at  Sea,  or  Seafarers,  are  in 
Danger, 

That  there  is  noRcftri&ion  in  the  Bill,  but 
all  Seamen  and  Seafarers,  from  a  Ship-mafler 
down  to  the  meanell  Senior,  Boatman  or 
Timer,  are  liable  to  be  preiled. 

That  reefing  to  exempt  Voters  till  the 
coming  Election  be  over,  ihews,  that  the  Bill 
is  intended,  not  only  for  the  Service  of  the 
War,  but  alfo  for  Election-  jobbs,  and  to  get  a 
new  Parliament  wholly  iubiervient  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  and  his  Creatures. 

That  though  Men  in  a  Burgh  may  hope  that 
their  own  Magiftrates  will  not  oppofe  them, 
yet  firft  on  the  Suggellion  of  a  Sea  Officer 
or  one  with  a  Prcfs- Warrant,  the  Magiftrates 
muft  apply  to  prcfs  and  break  open  Houfes. 
Secondly?  It  is  a  happy  Town  indeed,  where 
no  Magiftrate  will  do  a  Hardfhip  to  no  body  in 
it,  and  have  no  Grudge  at  any  of  them,  nor 
be  indue  a  to  do  fo  for  Reward  >  and  though 
theprefent  do  not,  who  can  know  but  fome 
of  their  SuccciTors  may  ?  Thirdly,  Though  no 
Magillrate  would,  yetanyjunice  of  Peace  in 
the  Shire  can  do  it  j  and  are  Burrows  fafe  in 
the  Hands  of  every   one  of  them  ?  That  tho' 

fome 


(   17  ) 
fome  Sea- Officers  may  be  civil  and  feem  kind, 
yet  what  may  others  do,  or  fuch  as  have  Prefs- 
Warranrs  ?  And  you  know  not  who  you  may 
have  to  come  among  you. 

That  though  Lenity  and  Forbearance  mould 
be  mown  before  or  at  one  Election  purpofe- 
ly  to  gain  your  Votes,  yet  what  may  be- 
come of  you  when  the  Elections  are  over  ? 

That  though  fome  may  hope  for  Favours 
from  the  Miniifry  and  their  Tools,  yet  how 
do  they  know  what  and  how  foon  Altera- 
tions may  be  in  the  Miniftry,  or  of  thefe  the 
Miniltry  favour  and  employ,  or  of  their  own 
Interelt  with  fuch  Men.  And  if  they  be  once 
fubjccled  to  the  Prefs  and  Search  of  Houfes, 
and  breaking  them  up  by  Day  or  Night,  they 
mud  continue  in  that  Slaverv,  be  Miniftcr  or 
Favourires  who  will,  and  whether  they  have 
Intercft  with  them  or  not,  and  perhaps  the 
more  Interelt  they  have  for  the  prefent  Minif- 
try, or  the  prefent  Favourites  of  the  Minif- 
try, they  may  no  lefs  with  fuch  as  fuccecd 
them.  Bur  good  and  not  opprefiive  Laws 
arc  beft  and  moft  fteady  Security  to  every  ho- 
ne-ft  Man,  and  makes  him  the  moft  indepen- 
denr  on  the  Feud  or  Favours  of  others  (<?). 

C  That 

! 

nj<P¥fiS  Author  goes  en  with  equal  Candour  and  Ve- 
nd tv  with  the  red  of  his  Memorial  ;  for  he  could  not 
noflibly  ho  ignorant  of  the  real  State  and  Intention  of  the 
Bill^  which  upon  the  Motion  to  brin^  it  in,  was  explained 


m 
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That  though  the  manning  of  the  Navy  be 
of  great  Importance,     and    what    every   good 
Man   fliouM  encourage  and  contribute  to   by 
all  good  Mean's  in  his  Power,   yet  the  Liber- 
ty and  Weifire  of  the  People  is  the  great  End 
of  all  good  Government,  and  of  undertaking 
any  Thing    juft,   and  therefore    muft   not    be 
deftroyed   on   pie'ence  of  fupportmg  the  Go- 
vernment, or  any  War,  for  then  we  fight  to 
render   ourfelves  Slaves  5  and  if    we   conquer 
our  Enemies,  yet   we  ourfelves   are  conquer'd 
by   the   Miniftry   and   our    own    Govemours. 
Thus    it   is    with  the  French    and   Spaniards 


as  an  Experiment  to  Mann  the  Navy  by  proper  Encou- 
ragements. And  in  Cafe  thefe  mould  not  anfwer,  by 
fuch  legal  Methods  of  Compuliion  as  fhould  be  lefs  grie- 
vous, and  more  agreeable,  than  the  prefent  Way  of  Pref- 
ixing;, effc.  That  upon  the  Firft  and  Second  Reading, 
thofe  who  had  the  conducting  of  the  Bill  uniformly  de- 
clared, if  any  Part  of  it  was  diflilced,  they  would  chear- 
fully  agree  to  fuch  Alterations  as  fhould  be  judged  molt 
proper  to  anfwer  the  End  ;  and  if  the  Whole  fhould  be 
diiliked,  they  would  readily  agree  to  give  it  up  for  any 
Th'ng  elfe  that  fhould  be  thought  better,  or  as  good,  for 
attaining  this  neceffary  Meafure  of  Manning  the  Fleet  ; 
upon  which  not  onlv  the  Security  of  our  Commerce,  the 
Honour  and  Intereft  of  the  Publick,  but  alio  the  Security 
of  the  whole  Nation  fo  much  depended. 

Agreeable  to  this,  not  only  many  Alterations  were  made 
in  the  Bill,  as  printed  ;  but  alio  upon  the  Report,  all 
the  compulfory  Claui'es  were  left  out,  upon  a  Motion  from 
thofe  who  brought  in  the  Bill  ;  for  no  other  Reafon,  than 
that  fome  Members  had  perfevered  in  their  Oppjfition  to 
all  Methods  of  Compulhon  whatfoever. 

fince 
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flnce  they  were  bubbled  and  tricked  out  of 
their  Liberties  by  much  the  fame  Methods 
now  ufing  among  us  ;  and  thus  it  mud  be 
by  and  by  with  us,  if  we  are  not  more 
on  our  Guard,  and  do  not  more  refolutely 
fhnd  up  for  ours.  That  this  is  the  more  to 
be  feared  in  the  prcfent  Cafe,  becaufe  both 
during  the  two  laft  Seilions  of  Parliament,  and 
this,  good  Methods  of  manning  the  Navy, 
and  not  liable  to  be  turn'd  to  our  own  Op- 
prcllion  artd  Slavery,  have  been  propofed  by 
unaniwerable  Arguments  urged  by  Sir  John 
Barnard  and  others,  yet  all  have  been  rejec- 
ted and  difregarded  by  the  M miller  and  his 
Adherents,  and  iiich  only  infilled  on  as  dan- 
gerous and  deftrudtive  to  ourfelves. 

I  cannot  now  have  Time  to  write  what 
thefe  eood  VVavs  were,  but  amons;  others, 
it  was  Yellcrday  moved,  That  as  the  Prefs- 
Warrants  are  for  able-bodied  -  —  Men, 
though  not  Seamen,  the  Orders  during  laft 
War  for  Land-Service  miarht  now  be  given 
for  the  Sea  ;  and  that  Magillrares  and  ]ullices 
of  Peace  mould  take  up  and  fend  to  the  Sea- 
Service  all  Vagrants,  idle  People,  and  fuch  as 
could  not  give  Account  of  rhemlelves  and 
their  Way  of  Living.  But  this  Sir  Robert  and 
his  People  did  not  regard.  Are  honell  Men 
only  to  be  dragged  away  from  their  Houfes, 
Wives  and  Children  ?  1  have  asked  the  Opi- 
nion of  bed  Understanding  and  Experience 
C  2  in 
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in  fuch  Matters,  what  the  Burrows  of  North 
as  well  as  South  Britain  mould  now  do  in 
this  Matter.  And  the  Anfwer,  to  which  I 
heartily  agree,  was  to  the  following  Purpoic. 

That  Nothing  can  more  nearly  touch  the 
Cities,  Towns,  and  Burrows  of  all  Britain, 
than  this  does  :  and  particularly  the  State  of 
Royal  Burrows,  and  every  particular  Royal 
Burgh  in  Scotland-,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  lye 
in  the  Sea-Firths  and  navigable  Rivers,  and 
all  of  them  that  have  any  Trade  or  Manu- 
faftures. 

That  excepting  Voters  of  Members  of  Par- 
liament from  Counties  only,  is  not  only  an 
Affront,  but  an  Injuftice  to  Burghs  $  bccaufe 
it  feparates  the  Intereft  of  Counties  from 
theirs,  and  fo  weakens  it,  and  leaves  the 
Burghs  to  fall  by  them  (elves  alone  ;  and  yet 
the  trading  Intereft  in  Britain  is  in  the  Bur- 
rows, which  if  hurt  and  cnllaved,  mu(t 
ruin  all  Britain  ;  and  this  pretended  Pre- 
eminence given  to  the  landed  intcrcil,  is  only 
a  Bait  to  catch  landed  Men,  and  tempt  them 
to  neglect  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
Traders,  without  whofe  nourifhing,  this  King- 
dom and  all  in  it,  muft  be  deftroyed ;  and 
that  this  is  ftill  more  abfurd  and  monftrous 
now  when  done  under  pretence  of  fupport- 
ing  a  War,  undertaken  exprelly  for  the  Vin- 
dication of  our  Trade  and  Navigation. 

That 
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That  all  Cities,  Towns  and  Burghs  mould 
Petition  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  immedi- 
ately tor  Relief  from  the  Hardihips  of  this 
Bill,  and  the  remoter,  efpecially  the  Scots 
Bu-ghs,  mould  Petition  both  Houfes,  lead  be- 
fore the  Petitions  arrive,  the  Bill  be  pafs'd 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that  fending 
their  Petitions  to  a  fure  Friend  who  they 
know  will  not  Deicrt  nor  Juggle  with  them 
in  this  Matter,  and  who  can  get  the  bed  Ad- 
vice here,  he  will  get  the  Petitions  to  both 
Houfes  prelented,  if  he  receives  them  in  Time 
for  both,  and  if  too  late  for  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  yet  will  get  their  Petitions  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  presented. 

That  the  Petitions  to  both  Houfes  may  be 
to  the  fame  Purpofe,  calling  the  Commons 
your  Honours,  and  the  Peers  your  Lordships ; 
and  directing  the  Petition  to  the  Commons, 
To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain  in  Parliament  ajfembled;  and  for  the 
Peers,  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  affem- 
bled.  This  is  the  common  Stile  and  Directi- 
on of  Petitions  to  the  two  Houfes,  which 
if  omitted  or  varied,  it's  Twenty  to  One 
but  they  will  be  rejected  without  Reading 
They  fhould  be  %ned  by  the  Maturates  and 
Counfellors,  and  by  Burgedes  and^Inhabitants, 
each  iubjoining  to  his  Subfcription  the  Ca- 
pacity in  which  he  %ns  ;    and  the  Title  of 

every 
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every  fuch  Petition  fhould  be,  The  ^Petition 
of  the  Magiflrates,  Tozvn-Cotincil,  Burgeffes 
and  Inhabitants  of  to  the  Honourable, 

&c.  or  to  the  Right  Honourable,  &c.  and  to 
the  Commons,  Humbly  fheweth  *,  and  to  the 
Lords,  Mcjl  humbly  flezz'eth. 

The  Contents  of  fuch  Petition  may  be  as 
follows  : 

THAT  your  Petitioners  and  others  in 
the  Cities,  Towns,  and  Burrows  of 
Great  Britain,  are  the  Perfons  moft  imme- 
diately and  chiefly  concerned  in  the  Trade  and 
Navigation  of  the  Kingdom  \  for  the  Support 
of  which  Trade  and  Navigation,  the  prelcnt 
juft  and  neceiTary  War  with  Spain  is  under- 
taken. 

That  therefore  we  have  greatly  at  Heart 
that  the  Royal  Navy  and  Ships  be  fufficient- 
ly  manned  •,  and  that  juft  and  cfteclual  Me- 
thods may  be  taken  for  that  End. 

That  nevertheless  we  cannot  believe  any 
Meafures  pretended  to  be  for  that  End,  are 
iuft  and  good,  that  tend  to  ruin  and  enilave 
ourfelves  at  home,  which  would  reduce  us  to 
that  wretched  Condition  our  Enemies  the 
Spaniards  have  been  in  ever  fmce  they  loft 
their  Liberty. 

That  even  Triumph  over  foreign  Foes 
would  be  too  dear  bought,  at  the  Expence  of 


our  domeftick  Rights  and  Liberties. 


That 


(   23    ) 

That  a  new  Power  to  preis  into  his  Ma- 
jerty's  Navy  and  Ships  all  fuch  as  reck- 
oned Seamen  or  Seafaring  Men,  is  to  put 
that  mod  ufcful  and  gallant  Body  of  Men 
into  a  more  abject  and  bad  State,  than  any 
others  of  the  freeborn  Subjects  of  Britain  ; 
which  mult  ditcourage  all  Men  from  being 
Seamen,  or  breeding  their  Children  to  that 
Employment,  fo  necellary  for  Britain,  and 
tempt  the  brave  Seamen  we  now  have  to  fly 
from  their  Native  Land  to  Holland,  or  othcr 
Counrries  where  they  will  be  better  treated. 

And  to  fubject  all  the  Houfes  in  Britain  to 
be  broken  open  and  fearched  for  Seamen, 
would  under  that  Pretence  endanger  the  Quiet 
and  Security  of  any  Britijh  Perfons,  Body, 
Family  and  Goods,  and  render  them  liable 
to  the  mod  grievous  Infults,  Hardships, 
Wrongs  and  Affronts  of  all  Sorts,  and  indeed 
make  them  like  Slaves,  and  which  was  one 
of  the  worn:  Things  in  the  laffc  Excife 
Scheme. 

That  Trade  and  Navigation  have  in  all  Ages 
nourifhed  among  free  People,  and  have  never 
continued  nor  can  continue  long  to  nourifh 
among  the  opprelled  and  enflaved,  under 
what  Pretence  foever. 

That  to  exempt  from  this  Prefs  the  Voters 
in   Counties    but    not    the    Voters  in    Cities 

Towns, 
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Towns  and  Burrows,  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, would  be  to  make  one  odious  Difference 
betwixt  them,  and  to  feparate  the  Intereft  of 
the  Landed  and  Trading  Parts  of  the  Nation  ; 
all  Attempts  towards  which  hitherto  have  been 
juftly  complained  of,  and  attended  with  very 
ill  Confequences :  And  it  is  a  Thing  we  think 
is  intrinfically  bad  in  itfelf,  and  very  hurtful 
and  dangerous  to  Great  Britain. 

That  to  eftablifh  fuch  Things  at  the  near 
Approach  of  Elections  of  a  New  Parliament, 
would  more  particularly  be  dangerous  and 
threatning  to  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
People. 

That  good  and  more  effedual  Methods  for 
Manning  the  Royal  Navy  and  Ships  at  all 
Times  and  Occasions,  and  not  liable  to  fuch 
Grievances,  Severities  and  Dangers  as  afore- 
faid,  may  be  thought  of,  and  we  are  inform'd, 
have  been  feveral  Times  propofed. 

That  neverthelefs  we  are  informed  that  fuch 
Methods  as  the  abovementioned,  which  we 
moft  humbly  apprehend  to  be  grievous  and 
hazardous  to  us  and  to  all  Britain^  have  been, 
or  are  to  be  under  the  Consideration  of  this 
Honourable  Houie,  (  or  moft  Honourable  ) 
Houfe. 

May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Honours 
(Lordfliipsj  to  take  the  fremiiTes  into  your 
moft  ferious  Confiderations,  and  to  do  there- 
in,  as   to   your  great  Wiidom,  and  Love  of 

Britain 
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Britain,  and  the    Britijh  People,   may   feem 
meet. 

And  your    Honours    (Lordjhips)  Petitio- 
ners jhall  ever  pray  (j). 


: 


Thefe  appear  to  be  the  proper  Materials  for 
fach  Petitions  :  But  the  Petition  from  each 
of  the  five  Burroughs  mould  not  be  verbatim 
the  fame,  which  was  a  Miftake  in  the  Petiti- 
ons againft  the  late  Convention  ;  for  being  all 
to  be  read  in  Parliament,  it  is  much  better 
when  they  are  diverfified  in  Stile,  Order, 
Method,  tic.   (g) 

It  being  of  great  Confequence  that  fuch. 
Petitions  be  fent  up  without  Delay,  fome 
Days  will  bz  laved  by  lending  them  by  one 
Exprefs,  which  is  got  at  the  Poft-houfe   for 


(f)  Notwithftnndmrr  all  the  Efforts  of  Party  in  Eng- 
land, to  |  r  Crv,  and  alarm  the  People  againft 
this  Dill,  and  all  the  Arts  ufed  to  procure  Petitions  againft 
it,  only  Two  were  prefect  cd  «  Qfl?  figned  by  a  few  Indi- 
viduals, who  called  themfelyes  Merchants  of  London,  the 
Other  from  an  Inland  Citv,  which  laft  was  rejected  with- 
out a  Divifion. 

(g)  It  from  hence  appears  pretty  plainly,  that  the  Peti- 
tions againft  the  late  Convention  were  drawn  up  hereby 
the  ingenious  and  candid  Author  of  this  Memorial,  and 
tranfmitted  to  Scotland  to  he  there  iigned  and  retranfmitted 
hither.  This  lisxwiie  (hews  what  Credit  fuch  Petitions 
deferve,  and  what  Pretence  they  have  to  be  called  the 
Senfeofihc  People. 

D  five 
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live  or  fix  Pounds,  or  lefs  Therefore  the 
Petitions  and  Letters  from  each  Burgh, 
ihould  be  fent  to  fome  one  trufly  Friend  at 
.Edinburgh,  who  may  find  one  unfufpected 
Hand  there  to  get  the  Exprefs  at  the  Poft- 
Houfe  ,♦  and  all  that  is  fent  being  made  up  in 
one  Packet,  may  be  directed  to  Mr.  (I  think 
his  Name  is  John,  and  it  is  known  with  his 
Sign  to  many  at  Edinburgh)  OJwald,  Book- 
feller  in  the  Poultry,  Chcapfide,  London,  with 
a  Letter  inclofed  to  himfelf  from  fome  of  his 
Friends  at  Edinburgh,  only  intreating  him  to 
deliver  the  Packet,  without  Delay,  to,  or  leave 
it  at  the  Lodging  of  the  Perfon  to  whom  the 
Care  of  all  is  to  be  committed. 

May  all  be  directed  to  every  Thing  that  is 
for  the  real  Benefit  of  our  Country,  and  have 
the  Succefs. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Lhidfay,  late  Provoft  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  pleafed  to  fpeak  in  this 
Debate ;  and  he  faid  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  it  for  exempting  all  Voters  for 
Parliament  Members  from  the  Prefs,  was 
unequal,  becaufe  it  could  do  no  Service  to 
Scots  Voters  ;  for,  faid  he,  none  who 
vote  in  Scots  Counties  needed  it  not, 
fwhich  it  is  not  true,)  why  mould  not  the 
Engliffd  have  it  who  do  need  it  ?  And  he 
faid    that  Voters    in    Scots  Burghs    did 

not 
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not  need  it,  becaufe  none  did  there  vote 
but  the  Magistrates  and  Counfellors. 
But  firft,  this  is  nothing  to  England. 
Secondly,  it  is  falfe  as  to  Scotland  ;  and 
if  he  had  thought  fit  to  honour  fome 
Burghs  near  Edinburgh  with  his  Re- 
gard, he  might  have  known  that  not 
a  few  Magiftrates  and  Counfellors  in 
^ueenferry,  Inverkeithing,  Culfojs,  cXc.  are 
thus  liable  to  be  prefs'd :  What  he 
faid  had  no  Influence,  and  none  thought 
it  worth  while  to  anfwer  him.  (h) 
D  2 


(h)  What  is  faid  in  the  Poftfcript  is  Co  far  true,  that 
Mr.  Lindfay  faid  a  few  Words  againft  the  Motion  to  ex- 
cept all  who  had  a  Right  to  vote  for  Members,  &c.  and 
gave  this  Reafon,  that  if  fuch  an  Exception  was  agreed 
to,  this  Rill,  inftead  of  Manning  the  Fleet  more  fpeedily, 
would  prove  an  abfolute  Bur  to  the  Manning  of  it  at  all, 
becaufe  the  Right  of  Election  in  many  Burroughs  in  Eng- 
land, was  in  hononary  Freemen,  Outlyers,  or  in  Potwallers, 
or  Scot  and  Lot  Men  ;  whereby  fuch  Numbers  of  the  very 
loweft  Clafs  of  Seamen,  might  acquire  by  this  a  Title  to 
an  Exemption  from  ferving  their  King  and  Country  in 
the  Way  of  their  lawful  Callings,  at  a  Time,  when  the 
Safety  of  the  Nation  depended  upon  their  Service  ;  Co  much, 
That  by  luch  an  Exception  99  of  every  100  Sailors  in 
England,  would  be  exempted  from  ferving  their  Country 
either  in  the  Royal  Navy  or  in  the  Merchant  Service  : 
That  fuch  a  Meafure  was  unjuft,  as  it  was  unequal,  be- 
caufe very  few,  if  any  at  all,  could  reap  any  Advantage 
from  this   in   Scotland,    where    Voters   in   Shires  were   all 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen,  pofTeft  of  confiderable  Property  ;  and  the 
Fight  of  Eleftion  in  all  the  Burroughs  of  that  Part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  was  in  fmall,  fcleir.  Numbers,  &c.  But 
upon  the  Exception  of  Peribns  pofTeft  of  40  Shillings  a 
Year,  this  Gentleman  did  not  fpeak  at  all,  as  that  Ex- 
ception was  a  Benefit  to  all  Seamen  of  any  Property,  whe- 
ther they  had  it  in  a  Burrough  or  in  a  County. 


A 
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A  Copy  of  one  of  the  Circular 
Letters  from  the  Annual 
Committee  of  the  Royal  Bur- 
rows ^  which  was  directed  to 
the  Provoft  and  Magiflrates 
of  the  Burgh  of  Dunbar. 

GENTLEMEN, 

THERE  came  to  my  Hands  within 
thefe  few  Days,  a  Memorial  with  Ref- 
pect  to  a  Bill  prefently  depending  in  Parlia- 
ment, authorizing  the  Impreffing  of  Sailors  to 
Man  His  Majefty's  Navy ;  which  as  it  affects 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subjects  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  in  the  Trading  Way,  I  thought 
it  my  Duty  to  lay  it  before  the  Annual  Com- 
mittee of  the  Royal  Burroughs,  who  have 
thought  fit  to  petition  the  Parliament  againft 
its  pamng  into  a  Law,  and  have  likewife  di- 
rected me  to  fend  you  Copies  of  the  laid  Me- 
morial,   that  you  may   either  petition  againft 
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it,  or  write  to  your  Member  to  oppofe  it,  if 
you  mail  fee  Caufe.  I  have  accordingly  en- 
clofed  the  Memorial,  and  hope  you  will  write 
me  your  Sentiments  about  it.  I  am  mofl 
refpe&fully, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  mofi  humble  Servant, 

Geo.  Haliburton,  Prafes. 

Edinlurghy 
March  17, 
1 741. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  in  Anfwer 
to  the  foregoing  Letter  and 
Memorial,  from  the  Town 
Council  of  Dunbar,  directed 
to  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Haliburton,  Efq^ 
Lord  Provojl  of  Edinburgh, 
as  Vrrffes  of  the  annual  Com- 
mittee of  Royal  Burrows. 

MT  LORD, 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  Letter  of  the  17th 
came  to  my  Hands  this  Morning  by 
the  Packet,  containing  a  Memorial  touching 
a  Bill  now  depending  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  about  Impreffing  Sailors  for  Man- 
ning His  Majefty's  Navy,  in  which  your 
Lordfhip  imparts  to  us  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Annual  Committee  of  the  Royal  Burrows,  and 
defires  to  know  our  Sentiments :  Which  Let- 
ter and  Memorial  having  laid  before  the  Ma- 
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giftrates  and  Council  of  this  Burgh,  I  am  di- 
rected to  give  your  Lordfhip  the  following 
Anfwer. 

That  we  look  upon  the  fpeedy  and  effec- 
tual Manning  of  the  Navy  to  be  at  this  Junc- 
ture of  fo  much  Importance  for  the  Honour  of 
His  Majeity,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Nation ; 
that  no  Obrrruclion  ought  to  be  laid  in  the 
Way  of  it,  under  any  Pretext  whatfoever. 

That  though  we  could  wifh  this  might  be 
done   without    the  ordinary  Method   of  Im- 
preffing  Sailors  j  yet  as  no  effectual  Expedient 
for  that  Purpofe  has  hitherto  been  found  out, 
we  are  of  Opinion   that  when  the  Manning 
of  the  Fleet  is  neceffary,  and  a  furricient  Num- 
ber of  Sailors  cannot  be  had  by  Levies,  that 
the    common    Method    of   Impreffing  them 
ought  flill  to  be  ufed,  and  that  this  is  not  to 
be  look'd  upon  as  an  Encroachment  on  their 
Liberty,    any    more  than  the  Impreffing  of 
Carriages,    &c.    for     the    Land    Service,    is 
on    that  of  their  Fellow-Subjects,  when   the 
Neceflity  of  the  State  calls  for  the  one  or  the 
other  :   On  the  contrary,  we  are  of  Opinion, 
that  they  ought,  at  their  Entrance  on  that 
Employment,  to  lay  their  Account  with  this 
Service  aboard  the  Navy,  in  thole   Circum- 
stances, as  a  Part  of  the  Duty  thev  owe  to 
their  Country,  for  which,  we   mult   obferve, 
they  are  well  rewarded.     The  Encouragment 
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to  Sailors  from  the  Publick  at  prefcnt,  what 
by  their  Wages,  what  by  their  Prize-Money, 
and  other  Advantages,  being  very  conlider- 
able.  And  as  this  Method  of  manning  the 
Navy,  in  thefe  Circumftances,  has  been  the 
conitant  Practice  of  this  Monarchy  ;  fo  it 
ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  of  all  Kingdoms 
and  States,  in  the  like  Circumftances  j  being 
founded,  where  all  the  Rules  of  Society  are 
founded,  in  the  Good  of  the  Whole. 

That  we  are  perfuaded  no  good  Method 
for  manning  the  Navy,  free  of  the  Inconve- 
niences of  the  Imprefs,  were  ever  propofed, 
though  confidently  afferted  in  the  Memorial, 
becaufe  what  the  Author  offers  as  a  Sample  of 
thofe  Methods,  is  neither  good,  nor  would 
be  effectual ;  that  is,  fetting  alide  the  Impref- 
fing  of  Sailors,  for  that  is  his  Drift,  in  Place 
of  them  to  imprefs  Beggars,  or  as  he  defcribes 
them,  Vagrants,  idle  People,  and  fuch  who 
cannot  give  Account  of  themfelves,  and  of 
their  Way  of  living.  A  hopeful  and  trufty 
Crew  for  manning  the  Navy,  on  which  the 
Safety  of  the  Nation  in  a  great  Meafure  de- 
pends ! 

That  allowing  the  Powers  by  the  prefent 
Bill  given  to  the  Civil  Magiftrate  for  Im- 
preffing  Sailors,  of  which  we  know  not  the 
Extent  to  be  as  laid  in  the  Memorial,  and  that 
they  are  even  authorized  to  break  open  Houfes 
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in  Queft  of  them,  as  this  is  no   more  than, 
as  we  are  informed,  was  done  in  the  former 
Method    of   Impreffing,    and  we   are   afraid 
mu ft  be  done,  if  an  Imprefs  is  to  be  made 
with  Effect,  we  do  not  fee  that  this  will  be 
any  Extenfion  of  the  Imprefs,  or  any  farther 
Encroachment  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject, 
either  in  the  Perfons  of  the  Sailors,  or  of  the 
Burrows  to  which  they  belong,  or  that  it  will 
be  lefs  expedient.     On  the  contrary,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  if  Sailors  are  to  be  imprefs'd,  the 
Neceflity  of  the  State  fo  Requiring,  the  put- 
ting the  Execution    into   the  Hands  of  the 
Magiftrate,  is  more  agreeable  to  our  Confti- 
tution,  more  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject, 
and  better  for  maintaining  the  publick  Peace, 
than  the  former  Method,  by  which  the  fame 
Things  was  done   by  the  Prefs-Gangs  only, 
without  the  Intervention  or  Controul  of  any 
Mngiftrate,  and  without  any  other  Authority, 
as  we  are  informed,   than  that  of  a  Warrant 
from  the  Admiralty.     Nay,  if  the  Power  of 
Imprefling   was  ultimately  derived  from  the 
Crown,  as  being  Part  of  the  Prerogative,  as 
we  fuppofe  it  was,  as  the  Interpofition  of  the 
Legiflature  at  all  in  it,  is  a  Limitation  of  the 
Exercife  of  that  Power  ;   fo  the  Intervention 
of  the  Magiftrate  in  the  Execution,  appears 
to  us  to  be  a  Limitation  of  the  Power  of  the 
Executors  of  the  Imprefs.     Is  not  the  Power 
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of  Cuflom-houfe  Officers  to  break  open  Houfes 
in  Queft  of  uncuftomed  Goods  limited  by  the 
Concurrence  of  the  Magiftnte  ? 

That  having  look'd  over  the  whole  Memo- 
rial, and  confidered  its  Tendency,  by  the  lu- 
dicrous Manner  in  which  he   treats  the  Bill, 
by   endeavouring,   we  dare   fay   without  any 
Ground,  to  bring  within  the  Compafs  of  it 
many   Perfons   never  intended,    and  amongft 
the  reft,  as  he  has  it,  Fifhers  of  Minows,  Ban- 
fticles,  Eels  and  the  like ;  in   Pools,  Ditches, 
fmall  Brooks  or  Burns,  Milldams   or   Leads, 
&c.  By  the  Contempt  and  Calumny  he  every 
where  throws  on   the  King's  Minifters,   fup- 
ported  by  no  Evidence,  and  for  no  other  Rea- 
fon,  which  we  can   fee,  than  that   they   are 
fuch,  whom   all  good  Subjects,    at    leail:   on 
that  very  Account,    are   obliged    to  honour. 
By  the  Calumny  he  loads  the  Adminiftration 
with,  by  what  he  mentions  of  the  frequent 
Changes  of  the  Juftices   of  the  Peace,    and 
the  Ufe  he  makes  of  that  j    which   in    this 
Country  we  know  to  be  falfe  both  in  the  Fact 
itfelf,  and  what  he  founds  upon  it.     The  laft 
Nomination  for  the  Peace  here  having  been 
very  numerous,  and  a  good   many  in  it  fuf- 
pected  of  little  Affection  to  his  Majefty's  Per- 
fon  and  Government,  at  leaft  who  never  took 
the  Oaths,    though   fome  of  them  acted    in 
that  Capacity  upon  Occalions  ;  and  both  on 
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this  Account,  and  Numbers  that  have  died 
fmce  the  Nomination,  a  new  one  might  have 
been  expected,  there  has  none  appeared  fince 
the  Year  1728,  and  for  what  we  know  may 
be  the  fame  in  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom.  A 
gr'ofs  Impofture  this  by  the  Author  on  his 
Fellow-Subjects !  But  the  Man  who  fets  him- 
ielf  to  arraign  his  Majefty's  whole  Admini- 
ftration,  mult  lay  down  fuch*  Foundations. 
By  the  falfe  Light  in  which  he  ftates  this 
Bill,  with  refpect  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject, and  the  Intereft  of  the  Burrows,  and 
the  Seeds  of  Difcord  he  endeavours  to  fow 
betwixt  them  and  the  Landed  Intereft,  from 
the  Exception  in  Favour  of  the  latter,  though 
he  well  knows  that  this  extended  to  the  Bur- 
rows,, efpecially  in  England-,  would  render  the 
Bill  of  no  Effect,  and  by  the  many  falfe  In- 
nuendo's, and  artful  Colourings  he  has  laid 
through  the  Whole,  it  plainly  appears  to  us, 
that  the  Author's  main  Point  in  View  is,  by 
inftilling  groundlefs  Jealoufies  and  Fears  into 
the  Minds  of  the  Unwary,  to  create  a  Di~ 
ftruft  of  his  Majefty's  wife  and  beneficent 
Adminiftration,  and  by  difappointihg  the 
manning  of  the  Fleet,  to  weaken  the  Hands 
of  the  Government,  while  engaged  in  the  pre- 
fent  dangerous  War. 

In  fine,  that  as  on  thefe  Confederations  we 
have  a  Contempt  of  the  Memorial,  and  a  juft 
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Abhorrence  of  its  Defign  j  fo  we  fee  no  Caufc 
for  addreffing  the  Parliament  againft  the  Bill 
therein  mentioned,  nor  for  writing  to  our 
Reprefentative,  to  oppofe  its  paffing  into  a 
Law  ;  which  from  the  Confidence  we  have 
in  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament,  and  their  ten- 
der Regard  of  the  Liberties  of  all  their  Fel- 
low-Subjects, we  leave  to  them  to  do  in  what 
they  think  meet.  And  if  we  write  to  our 
Member  on  the  Subject,  it  will  only  be  to 
concur  in  ail  jufl  and  rational  Meafures  for 
the  fpeedy  and  effectual  manning  of  the  Na- 
vy, and  what  elie  mail  be  needful  for  en- 
abling His  Majefry  to  profecute  with  Vigour 
the  juft  and  ncceffary  War  he  is  engaged  in, 
for  the  Honour  of  his  Crown,  and  the  De- 
fence of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  his  Sub- 
jects. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  we  have,  as  your  Lord- 
fhip  defired,  given  you  our  Sentiments  on 
this  Subject  at  large,  and  with  great  Freedom, 
which  we  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  take  in 
good  Part,  as  we  have  added  our  Reafons  j 
and  we  do  at  the  fame  Time  leave  all  others 
to  do  therein  what  they  think  proper.  I  am, 
My    Lord, 

Tour  Lordfiip's  mofi 
P,unbar-  Q  humble  Servant, 

S?  Charles  Fall.  (*) 

(*)  This  C^iihman  is  the  prefent  Provoji  of  Dunbar. 


